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Introduction: Languages are among the most significant manifestations of human civilization, serving as the 
primary means of communication and the transmission of knowledge, culture, and values across generations. 
Throughout history, languages have undergone continuous development and transformation due to human 
migration, cultural interaction, trade, conquests, and scientific and technological progress. These processes have 
contributed to the emergence of various language families, the extinction of some languages, and the survival and 
evolution of others into the modern era. Understanding the history of languages provides an essential perspective 
for examining the development of civilizations, the relationships among peoples, and the mutual influence between 
languages and cultures. 
 

Research Problem: The study addresses the lack of a comprehensive historical perspective on the origins and 
evolution of languages and the factors that have contributed to their spread or decline. It also highlights the limited 
number of Arabic studies that examine the history of languages from a comparative historical and civilizational 
perspective. The study seeks to answer the following main question: How have languages evolved throughout 
history, and what are the principal factors that have shaped the contemporary linguistic landscape? 

 
Methodology: the study adopts a historical-analytical approach, complemented by the comparative method to 
examine the development of major languages and language families. It relies on an extensive review of scholarly 
literature, historical records, and linguistic sources, as well as the analysis of evidence related to the origins, 
dissemination, and evolution of languages across different historical periods. 

 
Expected Results: the study is expected to demonstrate that the evolution of languages has not been merely a 
linguistic process but also a reflection of broader civilizational, political, economic, and cultural transformations 
throughout history. The findings are also expected to confirm the significant roles of migration, trade, colonization, 
and scientific and technological advancement in the spread or decline of languages. Furthermore, the study 
emphasizes the importance of preserving linguistic diversity as an integral part of humanity's cultural heritage and 
promoting comparative linguistic research to deepen our understanding of the historical relationships among 
languages and civilizations. 


